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born on a long, dense thyrsus. I have found it growing sparingly 
in meadows along running water. 

Mr. U. S. Steele of the Smithsonian Institution named a few 
years ago one specimen from this state as a new species, and sent 
me his original description of it, in order to enable me to discover 
more material of it. All my attempts in this direction have been 
futile, and probably will be, as the plow constantly overturns 
the prairie and exterminates the wild flowers. By this time hardly 
any prairie is left intact here. I hope that Mr. Steele will publish 
this species some time. 

The specimens from my herbarium used as types for the above 
descriptions show the characters markedly which are ascribed 
to the special varieties. Other specimens will sometimes show 
more or less conspicuous deviations from the rules. And it is an 
occasional occurrence that when two stems arise from the same 
tuber, either one shows an inclination toward different varieties 
or even "mixed" characters. This deterred me altogether from the 
idea of making different species out of my material. I met too 
many specimens that only partly allowed themselves to be forced 
into a "system" thus adding a second name to Laciniaria scariosa, 
and refused unconditionally to accept another species name. 

l,eeds, North Dakota. 



ADDITIONAL NOTE ON CYPRIPBDIUM ACAUTE. 

By E. S. REYNOLDS. 



I was much interested when I happened upon Dr. Edward 
L. Greene's accounts of the ecology of the stemless Lady's Slipper 
which appeared in the early numbers of the Midland Naturalist* 
I am again reminded of his accounts by the finding of this same 
plant in another location which was only slightly referred to in 
one of the "additional" notes. Dr. Greene quotes from Mr. 
Skeels as follows, "It is also found, but not as plentifully, at Mill 
Creek in the same county, on the summits of sandy ridges, under 
pine and hardwood trees." To me the typical situation for the 
plants has always been under pine trees in a somewhat open wood. 
A few days ago while on a trip into the Cumberland Mountain 

* Vol I. p. 6i, 125. 
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regions I found just o.utside the little town of Cumberland Gap, 
Tennessee, a hillside covered with a second growth of Pinus vir- 
giniana Mill., and on this hillside many fine specimens of the 
orchid under discussion. One of my students who had accom- 
panied me on the excursion had never seen the plant before and 
was as much delighted with the find as I was on a similar occasion 
in Rhode Island a number of years ago when I was just beginning 
to hunt wild plants. In the latter state and in adjacent parts 
of Massachusetts I have often found this Lady's Slipper but 
nearly always in pine woods. I remember only once finding 
it in any other location and that was in a rather open sphagnum 
bog. I had been so accustomed to finding this plant in the pine 
woods that I remarked to my companion just before finding 
the orchid that "in that location you will find a different orchid 
from any you have seen yet." The plants in this Cumberland 
Gap region were among the largest I have ever seen, the "slipper" 
being nearly three inches long. As regards the two flowered 
form I may also be able to give a little information. Once or 
twice I have seen a plant bearing two scapes of about the same 
length, and the flowers about the same size. One of these I 
found in Rhode Island or in the region of Attleboro, Massachusetts. 
University of Tennessee. 



III.— OUR SONG BIRDS. 



BROTHER AIvPHONSUS, C. S. C. 



Orchard Oriole. 
Icterus spurius. 
Though not so gifted a singer as the Baltimore, this oriole 
has exceedingly sweet notes. This quality may be recognized 
better when the bird sings only one or two notes. The full song 
is rather rapid, and is hard to follow. As its name indicates, 
the Orchard Oriole is oftenest heard in fruit trees. 

Wood Pewee. 
Myiochanes virens. 
This is our only flycatcher whose song is musical. Arriving 
late in May, the Pewee's silvery notes may be heard throughout 



